
F e n  H s u

c o l o r  o f  
l a n g u a g e s  

 
C h i n e s e ,  E n g l i s h

J a p a n e s e



F r o m  2 0 1 1  t o  2 0 1 2 ,  I  
t r a v e l l e d  i n  T a i w a n ,  

J a p a n  a n d  t h e  B a y  A r e a  
a r o u n d  S a n  F r a n c i s c o .  

I  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  L a r g e  D a m s  
c o n f e r e n c e  i n  K y o t o ,  

J a p a n  i n  2 0 1 2 .



J a p a n e s e  a n d  C h i n e s e  
M a n d a r i n  h a v e  s o m e  
c o m m o n s  w o r d s .  A s  
a  b e g i n n e r  i n  b o t h  

l a n g u a g e s ,  I  a m  s t a r t i n g  
w i t h  t h e  c o l o r  n a m e s  

i n  t h e s e  l a n g u a g e s ,  
i l l u s t r a t e d  h e r e  w i t h  
p h o t o g r a p h s  f r o m  m y  

t r a v e l s .

 

F e n  H s u



Red 

赤 aka 



D a h l i a s ,  C a l i f o r n i a

红色
hóng sè



G o l d e n  P a v i l l i o n  R u k u o n j i  t e m p l e  
i n  K y o t o ,  J a p a n

Yellow

黄色 
ki iro 

2 



黄色 
húang sè 

2 



G a n  J e o n g  w e i r  i c e  
h a r b o r  f i s h  p a s s a g e ,  
S o u t h  K o r e a

T e m p l e  r o o f ,  T a i w a n

Blue 

青 ao

4 



T e m p l e  r o o f ,  T a i w a n

M o u n t a i n  p e a k s  o n  t h e  T a t e y a m a  a l p i n e  
r o u t e  t o  K u r o b e  d a m ,  J a p a n

蓝色 
lán sè 

4 



Green 

緑 midori

6 



L a n t e r n s  a t  B u l g u s k a  t e m p l e ,  
S o u t h  K o r e a

绿色  lù sè 

6 



S h i n t o  t e m p l e  i n  N a r a ,  J a p a n

C a m p f i r e ,  t h e  
P a c i f i c  N o r t h -
w e s t

Orange 

橙色 daidaiiro

8 



T r a d i t i o n a l  
f o l k  p u p p e t s  
f r o m  Y u n l i n ,  
T a i w a n

橙色 
chéng sè  

8 



Pink 

桃色 
momoiro

10 



L a n t e r n s  a t  B u l g u s k a  t e m p l e ,  
S o u t h  K o r e a

粉红色 
fěn hóng sè 

10 



Purple 

紫
murasaki

12 



O r c h i d s  g r o w i n g  f r o m  
t h e  t r e e  t r u n k s  a t  
J u i s u i  R a n c h ,  T a i w a n

紫色 
zǐ sè 

12 



Brown 

茶色
chairo

14 



G y e o n g j u  t r a d i t i o n a l  
c r a f t s  v i l l a g e ,  S o u t h  
K o r e a棕色

zong sè 
14 



N a k d o n g  R i v e r  E s t u a r y  
B a r r a g e  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  
d i s p l a y ,  S o u t h  K o r e a

White 

白shiro

16 



L a k e  W a s h i n g t o n  d u r i n g  a  s n o w  
s t o r m ,  t h e  P a c i f i c  N o r t h w e s t

白色bái sè 

白shiro

16 



Black 

黒 kuro

18 



黑色
hei sè 

18 



58 

believe,
信, Xìn
信,shin



58 



68 
good luck



68 
福, Fú
福,fuku



70 

peace
和, hé
和,wa



70 



74 



74 

water
水, Shuǐ
水, Mizu



76 T o k u y a m a  H y d r o  
P r o j e c t ,  J a p a n



76 

dam

壩, Bà
ダム, Damu



78 

S h i h m e n  D a m ,  T a i w a n



78 

river
河,Hé
川, Kawa



80 

morning 
早上, Zǎoshang



80 

morning 
早上, Zǎoshang 早暁,Sogyo



84 



84 

strength
力,lì
力,chikara



88 

weather
天氣,Tianqì
天候,Tenko



88 



BIOGRAPHY
 
The art of Fen Hsu is a story of romance and of making lemonade out of 
lemons. 
 
Part of a first-genera�on Taiwanese family in San Francisco, Fen studied art 
at the De Young Museum and the University of California, Berkeley. When 
she moved to Sea�le, her future husband encouraged her in art and even 
took up pain�ng himself, which led to pain�ng and billiards roman�c road 
trips where they con�nually discover the hidden culinary gems, magnificent 
landscapes and small communi�es of their home in the Pacific Northwest.
 
Life being full of surprises, her art prac�ce comes about in part from a 
recent disability. Making lemonade out of lemons, she counts clothes 
mending and pain�ng among her hobbies. Op�mism and resourcefulness 
are part of the dis�nct spirit and style of her work
 
EDUCATION
 
• Oil Pain�ng class in Maui, Hawaii
• Bachelor of Science, Engineering, Studies in Art and Architecture, 

University of California, Berkeley
• De Young Museum Art School, San Francisco, studied with the abstract 

painter, John DiPaolo
• Fort Mason Art Center, San Francisco, Classes in Life Drawing and 

Pain�ng
 
COMMUNITY AND CREATIVE WORK

2020 January to June, Group show at the Lynnwood Conven�on Center in 
Lynnwood, WA
2012, Seward Park Tree Ambassador leading tree walks in Sea�le, WA
2010 , Contribu�ng writer to Momentum Magazine, a bicycle lifestyle 
magazine
2010, Fashion contributor to the Great City Fete Du Flaneur celebra�on 
event 
2010, Presenter at Blue Fes�val along with the Mangrove Ac�on Project to 
raise awareness of the health of the oceans
2009, Presenter of up-cycled bicycle fashions at the Sustainable Ballard 
Fes�val
2006 to Present, Publisher and designer of books and games 



F e n  H s u

A r t i s t  S t a t e m e n t  
 

Fen Hsu’s artwork reflects on nature and connec�on with a nod to the 
color fields and gestural style of Abstract Expressionism. In portraits in 
pastel, landscapes and abstract pain�ngs these references coalesce in 
contemporary visual art with a sense of fantasy and philosophy. 

CONTACT AND SOCIAL MEDIA
Instagram @artsywizz
Website artsywiz.com

artsywiz.wixsite.com/fenhsu
Facebook facebook.com/fenjhsu

P h o t o  c r e d i t  M i n d y  W e i n b e r g  



Fen Hsu
Sea�le, WA USA

CONTACT AND SOCIAL MEDIA
Instagram  @artsywizz
Website artsywiz.com

artsywiz.wixsite.com/fenhsu
Facebook facebook.com/fenjhsu

P h o t o  c r e d i t  M i n d y  W e i n b e r g  


